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1. 



This report is the international preliminary examination report, established by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority under Article 35 and transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

3. This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

a. sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of 2 sheets, as follows: 

153 «5hfiPts of the descrlDtion claims andybr drawings which have been amended and are the basis of this report 
IS sheSte co^^^^^^^^ authorizid by this Authority (see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the 

Administrative Instructions). 

n sheets which supersede earlier sheets, but which this Authority considers contain an amendment that goes 
Sjond^he di^^^^^ in the International application as filed, as indicated in item 4 of Box No. 1 and the 
Supplemental Box. 

h n fssnt to the International Bureau only) a total of (indicate type and number of electronic carrier(s)) . containing a 
fequenceitrg anS^^^^^^^^ related thereto, in computer readable form only, as indicated m the Supplemental 
llx Relating to Sequence Listing (see Section 802 of the Administrative Instructions). 



4. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 

H Box No. 1 Basis of the opinion 

□ Box No. 11 Priority 

□ Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, Inventive step and Industrial applicability 

□ Box No. IV l^ckof unity of invention 

12 Box No V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

□ Box No. VI Certain documents cited 

□ Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 

□ Box No. VIII Certain observations on the international application 
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Box No, I Basis of the report 

1. With regard to the languajge, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

□ This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language , 
which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of: 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

□ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 

2 With regard to the elements* of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which 
' have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this 
report as "originally filed" and are not annexed to this report): 



Description, Pages 

-1 .1 4 as originally filed 

Claims, Numbers 

1.15 received on 21.12.2005 with letter of 21.12.2005 



Drawings, Sheets 

1/7-7/7 as originally filed 

□ a sequence listing andfer any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 

3. □ The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

4 □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below 
' had not been made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 
Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheetsAigs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* If item 4 applies, some or all of these sheets may be marked "superseded, " 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement ^ 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 




Inventive step (IS) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 




Industrial applicability (lA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-15 




No: 


Claims 





2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7): 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Reference is made to the following documents: 
D1: US-A-5 779 691 
D2: US-A-6 142 968 

Document D1 , which is considered to represent the most relevant state of the art, 
discloses a fastening element for detachably fixing a disposable diaper in which the 
fastening element is fitted to a tab and comprises a fastening member having a strtchable 
elastic material secured to one surface of the fastening tape at least at both ends thereof, 
to bridge a section of the fastening tape. 

Document D2 relates to extensibles articles comprising an extensible fabric and an 
extension Indicator for showing when the fabric has reached a predetermined degree of 
extension. The indicator comprises a plurality of loops. 

The fastening element according to the invention comprises an extensible element winich 
has an indicator printed on a face of the extensible member which printed indicator 
changes with the extension or contraction of the extensible member and wherein the 
change in the printed indicator is capable of visually showing a degree of extension or 
contraction of the extensible member. 

This prevents from excessive or insufficient stretching of the extensible member. 
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, , our Viet?.: t-'ijOKS'^CX- .v /^lri>\w^^ WremWWAlJE'BECHTSAKlW^TE. 

V ^ ^ • |0©JC:> ^ SIEBERTi5Tf=l. 4 

\ ^\B-7^ lyiONCHfeisi 

1, Afest«aiingd«xientfbrdetadiabIyfbdngadisposabted^ 

said-ibsteniiig demeatf is fitted to Btab, an ear, 

a festening member having an extenable mBm>er, which extenable member has an 
indicator ppnte^ on a fece of &B extensiblBmBmber which j^ffltgd inacator . 

changes mfh extension and contraction of Ihe ejctenSible mei^ber wherein the 
change in the jsinfe^uidicator is capable of visuaUy showing a 

degree of ^tension and contraction ^t^^i^^PJSm^^.' ' 

2. ■ A festening demerSaccordingto claim 1, wherein said ^ffljB^ 
conqniseslines, pattenis, numerals, symbols, iUusbstions, idofuies, photogra^ 

color charts, color codes or thrar combinations. 

3'. A festening demertaoorading to claim l.whraein said ipiiS?dm^ 

■ is apiiiit'paltern planted at leastpartiaUy to a stnfeceofsaid extensible member 
oi ipside said extensible member, and said print pattem is defonnable in accordance w 
extenaon and contraction of said extensible member. 

4. A festening element according to daiinl, wherein sddpim^ 

■ Mmpnses a color chart printed at least partiany to fie snrfece of said extensible 
inembCT, and s4d cblor chart conpdses color regions of two or more colors 

• change in a predeterniined direction. " ' , . . . 

•5. - A festening element according to claim 4, wherein said color chart is 
covered wift a cover having a wiiidow-tj^e opening at a substantia 

chart . ' • _ 

6.- A festening element according to claim 1, wherein sddjpBtBd^ 
compiisesacoloredporotisshBetappHedatleastpactialiytothe'sutfeceafsaid " 

extensible piember, and flie color of said sheet is changeable in accordance wifli 
' extension aiid<»ntraction of said extensible msmber. 
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7. A-fiBteningelemartaMordangtooIaiml.v^^ 
fmd said exteosible mesmbw have a unitary stnictura. 

8. A festeoing element according to claim 7, wheiran said 

and said fflctensibleinembor are unified adjaceottoeadi other. • ' 

9. A festeningdcmen* according to claim 7, whec^sai4festeni^ 
is lAufied -with apart of said extensible member. 

10. A festemng element according to claim 1 , ^eieip isaid festening member 
is one of the constitoiBBtmanbers of ame<Aanical festaiar. 

11. A fastening element according to claim 1, wherein said fastening member 
is an adheave tape having an adhesive layer. 

12. • A festCTing element according to claim 1 , which is fitted • 
to a tab, an ear or a belt of a disposable diaper. 

• 13. An ardcle comprising said festening element described in daimL ... 

14. Aq article according to claim 13, which is a disposable diaper. 

15. A disposable diaper according to daim 14, which is an open type 
disposable di^er,and said festening element is fitted to atab, an ear or a belt of said 
disposable tab. . 
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